
Christmas in July—Benefit for Charis 

House 
 

This month, Peabody Retirement Community cele-

brates “Christmas in July,” as the leadership team, 

staff and residents collectively collect gently used pil-

low cases , women’s and children’s winter coats, hats, 

and gloves to fill the immediate and future needs of 

the Charis 

House. “Being 

a part of some-

thing bigger 

than us  contin-

ues to lay the 

groundwork 

for our com-

munity as we 

continue  to  provide our services to others with grace, 

compassion and respect for the dignity of individuals, 

their families and the communities we serve,” says 

Sue Roesner, Director of Marketing. 

Peabody Retirement Community was recently made 

aware of the needs for the Charis House in Fort 

Wayne. The Charis House cares for homeless women 

and children, thus the mission of Charis House, Greek 

for “House of Grace.” They provide immediate relief 

from the danger, hunger, fear, and suffering associated 

with homelessness. With the love of Christ and a safe 

family environment, they are able to minister to the 

heart of each woman and child. 

 

First Annual Peabody Cupcake      
Challenge 
 

We are in the beginning stages of planning for our fist 

annual  “Peabody Cupcake Challenge”!! 

 

This will take place on August 18th and is open to all 

staff and residents to compete in. Once the judging is 

completed, the cupcakes will be shared with all staff 

and residents to eat and enjoy!!! 

 

The theme will be “Peabody’s 80th Anniversary Cele-

bration” so start thinking of creative ways to honor 

our wonderful community with a unique cupcake fla-

vor, decoration, and presentation display.   

 

We will be holding this event in the rotunda and the 

judging panel will consist of Chef Jim, along with our 

campus baker Linda Lambert, and Head Cook Mandy 

Fuller. 

 

As stated earlier, we are in the beginning stages of 

planning for this event so please share any suggestions 

on how to make this a great 

event for our staff and resi-

dents with Mel Yochum, Di-

rector of Food & Beverage!!!   

 

More details to come!!!! 

Food & Beverage Information 
By Mel Yochum, Food & Beverage Director 

 

As most of you know we have been under major 

structural changes in the Food and Beverage depart-

ment.   

 

One of the biggest changes was the decision made to 

recruit an Executive Chef to oversee menu develop-

ment, supervise and educate cooks, and help us to im-

prove food quality for all residents throughout our 

wonderful campus.  I am very pleased to announce 

that we have completed our goal and our new Execu-

tive Chef, Jim Houser, began working on the Food 

and Beverage team July 18th.  Please stop and 

greet  Chef Jim when you see him and let him know 

what a welcoming team we are here at Peabody!!   Jim 

brings a great deal of positive energy to the depart-

ment and a wealth of knowledge due to his 5 years of 

experience as Executive Chef at Parkview Hospital in 

Ft. Wayne.  Before going to Parkview he worked as a 

chef in a couple of area country clubs.  In his “free 

time”  he also has an ice 

sculpting business that he 

does for several accounts in 

the Ft. Wayne area so chances 

are you may have already 

seen some of his 

work!!    This is a major step 

in bringing us closer to our 

goal of “Being the Best!!”” 



Marketing Report 
 

We are pleased to announce that we 

have received four signed residen-

tial agreements along with deposits 

for 3 entrance fees of our independ-

ent living sales for 2011. All 4 sets 

of Residents are planning August 

move-ins. This includes one in the 

#8 Maple, Lindsay Place Garden 

Home and #3, #6, and #7 Wisteria 

in the Village Patio Homes. There 

has not been an entrance fee agree-

ment sold since 2007. Yea!!!!!!!! 
 

In addition, we now have our fifth 

residential agreement for Assisted 

Living. In April we had one in our 

SH Apt C. We also have signed up 

a respite stay in the South House. 

We have our 3rd AL couple that 

moved into the INN 116 on July 1st 

and another individual move in July 

5th in the INN 327. Stan Williams 

just sold his first AL in the INN for 

201. Way to go Stan!! She will 

move in August.  
 

A Day Trip bus tour to Bear creek 

Farms is planned for August 3rd. 

This is targeting our community 

and our desire to fill AL. Should be 

lots of fun. 
 

Simplify your Life Seminar/

Workshop – This event setting pro-

vides a non-threatening way for 

potential residents to have exposure 

to Peabody Retirement Commu-

nity. Events provide members of 

the community with the opportu-

nity to experience, as much as pos-

sible, the lifestyle that will be avail-

able to them at Peabody Retirement 

Community. Emphasis is placed on 

hospitality and making sure that 

anyone attending has a very posi-

tive experience. Events and semi-

nars will play a very important role 

in the marketing of Peabody Retire-

ment Community.  
 

July we have promoted our Demen-

tia Training. The healthcare mar-

keting team along with our Director 

of Dementia Services conducted 

dementia training for two outside 

Home Healthcare agencies. We 

also promoted resident involvement 

with the Charis House. And of 

course, our newest addition to our 

sales and marketing team, we have 

a press release that has been sent 

out on Stan Williams.   
 

A continued focus this year is the 

80th year celebration. Banners pro-

moting our celebration are attached 

to light poles throughout the cam-

pus. We are currently planning our 

80th Celebration in October. 
 

Internet inquiries for the industry 

have increased significantly espe-

cially for AL and Healthcare.  

Therefore, bids to update the cur-

rent website have been placed to; 

CRSA/LCS Management, LLC, 

Zillner, Glynn Devins, and The Im-

age Group, INC. We will be attend-

ing proposals during the month of 

August. 
 

Looking to the future, Pat Miller, 

Talk show host for WOWO toured 

our community on Saturday, June 

25th. He has always had a heart for 

the senior living communities. He 

will be interviewing Jeff Jarecki, 

Executive Director live on the air in 

August and will follow up with  

a PR campaign in August with an 

emphasis in each area of Peabody 

Retirement Community and our 

continuing care.  
 

Thanks to all for the continued sup-

port in building Peabody to be the 

“Best of the Best!”  

 

Sue Roesner, Director of Market-

ing. 

Zoomobile Visits Campus 
 

On June 24, 2011, The Ft. Wayne Children’s Zoo visited Peabody with their zoomobile.  Zoo educator, Janet, 

combined animals and activities that created a lively interactive presentation.  Animals ranged from a com-

mon, yet friendly, rabbit to an exotic centipede from Madagascar!  Residents commented that he “felt like vi-

nyl.”  The highlight of the presentation was an armadillo.  Residents were amazed at the flexibility and tough 

coat, yet amazingly the little guy was very friendly! 

 

Our goal was to bring the zoo to those Residents who could not actually go to 

the zoo. (We took 2 trips earlier in the month) The visual presentation along 

with sensory stimulation gained from various textures allowed Residents to ex-

plore new avenues and get back to basics.  Another Resident commented, “I 

used to have rabbits when I was a kid.” 


